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To the REVEREND 


Mr. William Coo ER; 


S you have Wars ſept out of your Pulpit to . in a 
ws News Paper, every Body J conceive has a right to animad- 

\ bs vert on the Sermon. It is long and tedious, and therefore | 

I ſhall take no Notice of am thing, but your Inducement. 

do appear in Print. "The Occaſion as you ſet it forth is this, 

Me. * had preached for you in your Pulpit, and de- 

livered 


— — — 


— — — 
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livered there a Sermon upon the Subject of Charity, which you think had 
a very unfriendly Aſpect upon the late happy Revival of Religon (as you 
call the late Commotion ) in this Land; and afterwards contrary to your 
Deſire and Remonſtrance, publiſh'd this Diſcourſe as preach'd in your 
Meeting-Houſe. And hereupon you think your ſelf obliged in Conſci- 
ence to let the World know it was publiſhed nat at your Deſire, but 
6“ contrary to it, and likewiſe what your Opinion of the Tendency of 
<< this Diſcourſe is; you are perſwaded you fay from what your Brethren 
<< at a Diſtance have often” told you, that Baſfon has a great Influence 
upon other parts of the Land in religious as well as civil Affairs. And 
<< the Treatment which the Work of God receives here, very much 
ce ſerves or hurts it a great way off. Eſpecially is there much uſe made 
6 of the Opinion of the Miniſters of this Town; which ſhould make us 
cc take heed both how we ſpeak, and how we are ſilent: Our Silence 
c on ſomeOccaſions will be interpreted, and juſtly too, ourConſent, ----- 
And as the Title Page of this Sermon tells the World it was preached 
cc to the Church to which I miniſter, and it was generally known the 


4 Invitation to Preach was given by me, thoſe into whoſe Hands it comes 


c will naturally be led to think I had no Objection againſt it, and might 


< be active in its Publication; and by this Means People may come to 


< give Credit to what has been ſlanderouſly reported, that the Miniſters 
ce in Be/ton who owned this Work in the Beginning, are now aſhamed 
c of it. I therefore think I have a providential Call, which I cannot 
cc omit without Sin, once more openly to acknowledge and rejoyce in 
cc that extraordinary Manifeſtation of the divine Preſence, with which 
© our Land has been favoured ; and fhew a Concern that nothing may 
cc obſcure the Glory, or obſtruct the Progreſs of this Work of Grace. 


* This Citation, Rev. Sir, contains the profeſt Motive of your News- 
Paper Sermon, and I am aſtoniſh'd at the Q/entation and Arrogance of theſe 
few Lines; they have ſuch an Air and Strut of Lordſhip and Vanity that 
I could not have expected them from a Diſciple of the lowly Jes Us, no not 


even from YOUR SELF, 
| & You 
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& You are perſwaded from what your Brethren at a Diſtance have often 
e told you, that Boſton has a great Influence upon other parts of the Land 
«© in Religious as well as Civil Affairs.— Pray Sir, what weak flatter- 
ing Brother inſorm'd you of this? Have not other parts of the Land. the 
ſame Advantages in religious Matters, the Scriptures, equal Miniſters, 
Preaching, and natural Diſcernment ? And was you ſo vain and credulaus 
then as to believe him? True, we eaſily give into Things we with, and 
Power to ambitious Minds has irreſiſtible Charms, | 


5 | * | 
& The Treatment which the Work of God receives here very much 

ce ſerves or hurts it a great way off; eſpecially is there much Uſe made of 

cc the Opinion of the Miniſters in this Town. What a pitiful Deſcripti- 

on of the Work of God in remote Places, do you unwarily give? To 

deſcribe it as greatly influenc'd, very much ſerved or hurt by the Treatment 

it receives here ; to ſuggeſt that the Entertainment of it abroad depends 

eſpecially upon the Opinion of the Miniſters in this Town? Rev. Sir, neither 
the Treatment of it here, nor the Opinion of theſe Miniſters is Evidence 
that it is the Work of God, and as far as any remote Places entertain it 
upon theſe Grounds, or upon any other Reaſon than ſufficient Evidence, 
ſo far it is plain they are prejudiced, and ought to renounce it. And are 

you ſo[gnorant, to think ſuch a blu! Faith can be acceptable to the Father 
of Lights and Reaſon ? Or fo regardleſs of your Duty to theſe People 

afar off, as to encourage this Prejudice, to fix an Opinion in their Minds 
upon other Foundation than Evidence and Proof? Should a Reman Prieſt 


uſe this Art, Rome believes, the Church believes, believe ye alſo ; no Wonder: 


From a Proteſtant, a Proteſtant Diſſenter, a Proteſtant Divine, what can we 
think ? That he deſigns to inflave diſtant Parts to the Opinion of the 
Town? No ſurely ; for ſhould the Town it ſelf be inſlaved to the Mi- 
niſters, of whoſe Opinion fo much Uſe is made; Farewell Liberty, Fare- 
well Truth: Hail Univerſal Biſh»p, Roman Pantiff, Holy Father | 
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(4) 


t Eſpecially is there much Uſe made of the Opinion of the Minifters 


& of this Town; which ſhould make us take heed both how WE Speak 


< and how WE are Silent... OUR Silence on ſome Occaſions will be in- 
<< terpreted, and juſtly too, OUR Conſent. ----—-- Rev. Sir. For a long 
while I have not doubted but you thought the Town where Yeu reſided 
muſt be a leading Town, and that the Church to which You Miniſter, muſt 
be a leading Church, and that You your ſelf was the leading Divine; but 
had it not come from your own Hand, who could have imagin'd you 
ſhou'd think your Opinion, nay your very Silence of Tuch vaſt Importance 
to Parts a great Way off? IuPoRTAN T Orixnton ! Fam'd and rever'd 
in diſtant Parts. Ariſtotle of the Age] Far diſtant Parts ſuſpend their 
Sentiments and wait for % Opinion to clear the Doubt. 


© Should you not ſpe:k upon this Occaſion, People might come you 
c ſay to give Credit to what has been ſlanderouſly reported, that the 
«© Miniſters in Baſon who owned this Wort in the Beginning are now 
5 aſhamed of it: ------- Monz IurORTAN T SILENCE ! Cooptry 
thy Silence has mighty Meaning, remote Parts attend to it, and CoopER's 
Silence undoes even a great Way off, what the Opinion of his inferiour Clergy 
bere has done: Speak then Coop ER, open thoſe Lips that preſerve Know- 
ledge, extend your Epiſcopal Care abroad : --- -- Gazette, Poſt, 
Carrier, haſte, quick, fly, tell the World that Coor ER breaks Silence, 
that Coop ER is not changed, COOPER is the ſame, report abroad that 


CoorER acknowledges and rejoyces in that extraordinary Manifeſtation 


of the divine Preſence with which our Land has been favoured ; publiſh 
throughout the World, that EEA COOPER has yet a Concern for the 
Glory and Progreſs of this Work of Grace: No more: 71s done, 
and all is ſafe : The tottering Work wanted nothing but this Support, and 
and now it ſtands firm and immoveable, upon a Baſis, which neither the 
Decline of Time, nor the Malice of its inveterate Enemies, nor any 


Thing but the laſt Ruin of the World can deſtroy, ey 


_ — 
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Rev. Sir, I dont afk Pardon for this free manner of deſcribing the arro- 
gant Circumſtances of your profeſſed Inducement to appear in Print; I do 
it in this Manner with expreſsDeſign to ſet em in their own haughty ſuper- 
cilious Light; and if by holding you the Mirror I can be of Uſe either to 
you or any Body elſe, to diſcover your Vanity and Mealneſs, I ſhall conſider 
it as a good Office done to Mankind, and a Service to Vertue, For I 
take it to be of the utmoſt Importance, that Followers ſhou'd have no 
greater Opinion of their Leaders than they deſerve ; and that Teachers 
ſhou'd advance Religion not by popular Prejadices, for theſe will equally 

:rve Super/lition, but upon rational Principles and ſufficient Evidence, 


— — — 


* 


Your profeſſed Motive for repeating your Opinion is all Goodneſs to 
People a great Way off, who without it fit in the Region of Darkneſs and 
Shadnw of Death; you profeſs no perſonal Intereſt in ſtifly adhering to 
an old Opinion ; but the Gaze of the World to which you have expoſed 


ur ſelf is too keen to be deceived by you, they ſee through your Veil of 
bag to theſe remote Sou, and diſcaper what it would in vain 


eal: Your pretended Goodneſs to them is Cloſely connected with v 
own private Intereſt ; Vour Character will ſuffer, your /yfluence will be loſt, 
if you ſhould be thought in the leaſt to have changed your Opinion of this 
Work; and your Character and Influence, ſuch as it is, are your Life, 


6 The Title Page of this Sermon, you ſay, tells the World it was 
& preach'd to the Church to which I Miniſter, and as it was generally 
& known the Invitation to preach was given by me, thoſe into whoſe 

« Hands it comes, will naturally be led to think I had na Objection 

« againſt it, and might be active in its Publication, and by this Means 

« People might come to give Credit to what has been llanderoufly re- 

4 ported that the Minifters in Baſtan who owned this Work in theBegin=- 

& ning are now aſham'd of it. Kev. Sir, Men often try to diſguiſe and 

palliate the Nature of their Actions, not only to the World, but to themſelves, 


Let 


i 


Let me therefore adviſe yu to pauſe over this Paragraph; obſerve 
your: FREQUENT EGoTI18M, conſider the important Air and Figure you 
give your ſelf ; ſurvey the gfeure Windings and Receſſes of your Heart, 
and watch your inmoſt Principle, from which you have hitherto turn'd 
your Eyes: Conſider further, what you have ſaid, that Mr. Aspley's 
& Sermon tended to create Suſpicions about thoſe whom the ſovereign 
& GOD has uſed as Inſtruments to promote this Work, and that ſuch 
? Effects of the divine Grace appear in the Church to which this Sermon 
cc was preached, as give Oetſion for much Thankſgiving, and that it 
cc was really Matter of Triumph, that ſuch a Diſcourſe was delivered 
«© in your Pulpit. ”” And if aſter all this, you can have any Scruple of 
your real Inducement, the World I aſſure you has none, at leaſt that Part 
of it I have convers'd with, are convinc'd that your greateſt Regard in 


this whole Affair was to the Might of your own Power, and the Honour of 


your own Majeſty. =---=-=-= 


And was it really Matter of Triumph that ſuch a Diſcourſe was del 
fered in Our Pulpit ? And is it nothing but Zeal for the Honour of GOD 
that you expreſs upon this Occaſion ? 


Rev. Sir, Where a Spirit of Reſentment prevails thro' a whole Piece, 
tis eaſy to diſtinguiſh Yexation of Heart, fromZeal for the Glory of GOD, 
Honeſtly, was not you vexed to the Heart at your Diſappointment in this 
Sermon? Tür PuLPIT, which had been Conſecrated by the firſt Ser- 
mon of the glorious Itinerant, that has ecchoed nothing ever ſince but his 
Praiſe, and the Glory of his Work; that ſo much as even a. /lent Spirit 
of unfriendly Aspect to it ſhou'd dare appear there in your Preſence ; 
InqQuisIToR or Looks, what Diſappointment, Indignation, Rage 
You ſhow the Ferment of your own Paſſion ; it heaves and falls, ſwells, 
riſes, burſts, overflows and fouls. more than five Columns of a Gazette, ---- 
1 have no Inclination to keep my Eyes any longer on ſuch a Sight: And 
by this time I believe you are thoroughly impatient to know this impudent 


_ Fellow, that tramples on all good Manners, and dares Addreſs the Cloth 


with ſo little Ceremony. Rev 
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Rev. Sir, Decency and good Manners ſheuld in my Opinion, always 
give way to Duty; and your Caſe needs Cauſties more than Lemitzves 3 
and the Writer dares adminiſter them, for nothing to hope or fear 
from you ; he knows the Pride of your Heart, and the Poverty of your 
Learning and Under/tanding ; he knows the /ittle Arts you practice to cap- 
tivate the Sil, and deſpiſes them; he pitys you, and will freely give you 
his Charity, not for once, nor in a ſmall Degree, as you aſi, but ahways, 
and largely, as you want; and if by this Deſcription you can find him 
out, you muſt have a notable Head at D\#zation, for there are great 
Numbers I aſſuiz you in Town and Country that anſwer this Character. 


" BJ 4% 


Rev. Sir, 
I am, 


with al! due Reſpef, 


Your humble &. ervant, 


* 


— * 
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